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Dear Mr. Pangelinan:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI)
Public Law No. 17-27, which prohibits any person from possessing, selling, offering for sale,
trading, or distributing shark fins in CNMI.

Based on the information about the CNMI law set forth in your letter and the current facts
regarding the scale and nature of the shark fishery in CNMI, we agree with your conclusion that
the CNMI shark law will have minimal impact on federally managed fishermen in CNMI. As
noted in your letter, local creel surveys have indicated that shark fishing activities do not occur in
CNMI and currently no directed federal shark fisheries exist as permitted under the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act in or around CNMI waters.

We also understand that CNMI Law 17-27 would not prohibit the possession, import, and/or
landing of sharks with fins that are naturally attached to the shark carcass that are harvested in
federally managed commercial fisheries. The prohibitions under CNMI Law 17-27 are with
respect to the possession, sale, trade, or distribution of shark fins that have been removed from
the shark carcass for commercial purposes on shore. Based on this, we understand that
fishermen would be able to sell, trade, and distribute shark carcasses.

Based on these facts, we agree with your conclusion that CNMI’s law will have minimal impact
on federally managed fishermen in CNMI and does not unlawfully burden their ability to achieve
the benefits from federal fisheries and is therefore consistent with and not preempted by the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended by the Shark
Conservation Act of 2010.

Please contact us if there are any significant changes to the facts described in your letter, as those
changes may affect our conclusions. We appreciate your willingness to work with us on this

important matter.
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